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The community magazine for the villages of Olveston,
Tockington, Old Down, Lower Hazel, Awkley, Ingst, Aust, Elberton and Littleton upon Severn

From the Editor
This month’s cover is by Rose Edwards, and it 
advertises the Olveston School Summer
Fayre and Musical Prom on Friday 28th June. The 
Fayre is from 3.30 to 5.30pm, followed by the Prom 
from 6.00 to 8.00pm. I hope they have a wonderful 
day for this lovely annual event.

We have had a large number of articles sent in for 
this edition and it has been quite a challenge to 
make sure as many as possible actually get 
included.  We have got a profile of a new(ish) 
member of our community, a look back at old 
Tockington, and a very entertaining account of 
what it is like to be part of the team that sets up –
and clears up – at the Glastonbury Festival. 

Also, this month we have an announcement from 
the Friends of St Mary’s, who are celebrating their
30th anniversary of fundraising for the church. It
may make you consider joining in, if you haven’t 
done so already!

      
Meeting Point   Founded in 1976 by the Anglican and         
Methodist churches in Olveston, near Bristol.

Meeting Point magazine and Meeting Point Directory are online at the 
Community Website:  www.olvestonandaust.com
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01454 418259

www.thornburychiropractic.co.uk
The Georgian House, 6 The Plain

Chiropractic
Johnatan Williams Msc DC

Carol Williams MSc DC

Acupuncture

Massage
David Sanders Lic Ac. M.B. Ac.C

Josie Cole MTI 

Open weekdays 8.30am-7pm  

Top-to-Tail 
Housekeeping

Trading 
Standards 
Accredited

• Professional
• Dependable
• Comprehensive service

Felina 
Contract Cleaning

01454 201562
07790 050187
cleaning@felina.biz
www.felina.biz
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Vicarage Farm
Holistic Therapy Centre

Hypnotherapy
A safe and effective treatment: to 

remove stress, anxiety, depression
and phobias.  Allowing positive and 

powerful changes in your life.
Tel 01454 614390

www.vicaragefarm.org

Bringing balance back
into your life.

Offering a wide range of
Holistic Treatments.

Another Side of the Glastonbury
Festival             Mary Long

Well, it’s that time of year 
again - as divisive as 
Marmite and a microcosm 
of British summer. The 
juggernaut that is 
Glastonbury Festival is 
revving up and ready to 
roll. The bands, the 
crowds, the mud, the traffic 
and (not least) the toilets 
are as iconic as 
Wimbledon, but there’s so 
much more to this famous, 
indeed infamous, British 
festival. 

(Above, behind the Pyramid Stage. Below, abandoned wellies)

For the last few years we’ve been privileged to work, albeit in very minor roles, 
during the latter stages of setting up the festival and in the manic scramble of 
deconstruction. And it’s fascinating. Even now, the first thing that hits me on 
arrival is the sheer enormity of the site, with the 4m high security fence alone 
taking several weeks to erect. To put it into perspective, if you stood on 
Tockington Green, the central festival site would spread north to Old Down 
Country Park, east beyond Sheepcombe, south to the M4 and west to the 
edge of Olveston. Beyond that main fence, there are fields upon fields of car 
parking, glamping sites, and compounds for workers and storage.

As with any city of over 
200,000 people, the 5 days 
of the festival will witness 
joy, sadness, crime, births, 
marriages, and sadly the 
occasional death. But, all in 
all, it’s the biggest party you 
can imagine. There’s truly 
something for everyone. 
One minute you can be 
enjoying the gentle harmony 
of an a capella group, then 
go round a corner to find 
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Guitar & Piano Lessons
Local lessons for children & adults

beginners to advanced

Ukulele, Keyboard & Recorder lessons also available

Contact Max & Andy
max@crotchetfactory.co.uk 07859 912 438

MDMD Aerials
T: 01454 418 341 M: 07817 304 236

Call Michael Dagger 

mikemdaerials@gmail.com 
www.mdaerials.co.uk

Freeview – Freesat – Sky – DAB Aerials

Wall mounting LCD & Plasma
televisions setting up & tuning

you’re in the middle of Notting Hill carnival. During the day, there’s circus, 
cinema, politics, crafts, every food stall you could imagine, teepees and 
saunas, without even venturing near the main stages. And after those iconic 
stages have fallen silent, there’s the excitement of Arcadia’s giant spider 
explosive with fireworks, lasers and throbbing techno beats, as well as the 
grittier worlds of the ‘Unfairground’ and ‘Block 9’ - if you know, you know.

When the party’s over and the tired punters have struggled home, there’s a 
frantic whirl of activity as work parties burst into life and the temporary facilities 
are wound down, wheeled away, and readied for the next event. It’s a scene of 
devastation and major industry as lorries, land rovers, telehandlers and JCBs 
race across the litter-strewn site that was filled, mere hours earlier, with the 
hedonistic hordes. (See below) 

Two years ago, we all worked through with post festival Covid. And last year 
my heart went out to the forlorn reveller sadly wandering the empty fields in 
search of his red Fiesta. I trust he found it.

Advert 1
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MONDAY – FRIDAY 9AM-5PM  SATURDAY 9AM-4PM

Friends of St. Mary’s
The prize winners in the April draw, held on 4th April 2024 were:
Amount Number Name
£150 639 Mrs C Waites, Olveston
£75 667 Mr R Burns, Olveston
£50 407 Mr M Dixon, Awkley
£25 217 Mrs J Hahn, Olveston
£25 558 Mrs S Chick, Olveston
£20 537 Mrs J Pillinger, Yate
£20 481 Mr D Skinner, Sneyd Park
£20 215 Mr J Brown, Olveston
£20 495 Mr & Mrs M Gibson, Tockington
£20 563 Mr B Brown, Olveston

The prize winners in the May draw, held on 2nd May 2024 were:
Amount     Number     Name
£150     322     Mrs A M Bennett, Alveston
£75     196     Mr W Morgan, Tockington
£50     290     Mrs M Griffith, Thornbury
£25     587     Mr D Jeckells, Olveston
£25     438     Ms K Chick, Olveston
£20     279     Mr A Bryan, Olveston
£20     647     Mr D Baker, Olveston
£20     215     Mr J Brown, Olveston
£20     408     Mr A Phillips, Olveston
£20     576     Mrs V Brazell, Olveston

Just a quick update on the Friends of St Mary’s. As I mentioned in an article 
last year, our 30th Anniversary is in June this year. We didn’t know how best to
celebrate it, so we thought it would be good to give an additional ‘one off ‘prize 
of £100 to some lucky member. We want to make it a bit special, and as we 
can only give the prize to a member, it might be a perfect opportunity to join 
the scheme now, if you have been putting it off until the time is right.

We are going to make the July draw in the normal way, with the usual 10
prizes, amounting to £425 and then make a further ‘one off’ draw for the £100 
Anniversary Prize for some lucky member. You have plenty of time to join 
before the July draw if you want to. Don’t forget – you can’t win it if you’re not 
in it!

Drop me – Andy Phillips - an email in the usual way: andisp28@hotmail.co.uk
or call 01454 614890. Hope to hear from you soon.
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Top quality Nursing 
and Residential Care

Beech House Care Home 
provides excellence in 
all aspects of care for all 
our residents, offering the 
best in nursing care for 
the elderly and residential 
care for people with a 
diagnosis of dementia.

• beautiful gardens
• purpose built homes with 

24/7 air circulation
• spacious rooms and wide 

corridors
• top quality chefs
• television with DVD and 

telephone in each room

• wheelchair provision at 
no additional cost

• high technology baths 
and walk-in showers

• regular minibus trips
• programme of interesting 

and stimulating activities

Our unique care service includes:

To arrange a visit, telephone 01454 412266
For more information see www.bristolcarehomes.co.uk

Beech House
✩

RECENTLY RATEDOutstandingby Care Quality Commission

COMPANION 
AND

DRIVING SERVICE

Now taking bookings in your area!
•  For people of all ages unable to drive but 

wish to remain independent
•  Supported trips to the doctor, hospital, 

shops, bank, hairdresser, vet, etc.
•  Social outings, holidays, help at home 

and much, much more
• DBS checked and First-Aid trained
• Dementia friendly
• Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle
• Fully Licensed

To book your Daisy
07951 079 558 / 0333 014 6211

northbristol@drivingmissdaisy.co.uk 
www.drivingmissdaisy.co.uk

Garden Opening for NGS Charities
Stoneleigh Down, Upper Tockington Road, Tockington BS32 4LQ

Su and John Mills are pleased 
to be opening their garden for 
the National Garden Scheme 
between 12.00pm and 5.00pm 
on Saturday 15th June and 
Sunday 16th June.

Beautiful roses, peonies and 
early summer colour. Various 
places to sit to enjoy different 
views of the garden. Regional 
Finalist in More4’s Garden of 
the Year 2022

Tea and homemade cakes available. All monies raised go to National Garden 
Scheme charities, including Marie Curie, Macmillan Cancer Support, Hospice 
UK and Parkinson’s UK.   

Admission   Adults £6.00    Children free.    Dogs on leads welcome.

Thornbury Volunteer
Centre

Volunteers' Week celebrates the amazing contributions volunteers make to 
communities across the UK. The celebration starts on the first Monday in June 
every year. It’s a chance to recognise, celebrate and thank the UK’s incredible 
volunteers for all they contribute to our local communities, the voluntary 
sector, and society as a whole.

Want to volunteer but don’t know where to start? Volunteers’ Week is a great 
time to find out more. To contact Thornbury Volunteer Centre either visit, our 
offices are based in Thornbury Town Hall, and we are open 10.30am-12 noon 
Monday – Friday, no appointment necessary. Alternatively visit our website at 
www.volunteer-thornbury.co.uk and search our database of volunteering 
opportunities, or follow us on Facebook or X: /thornburyvolunteers or drop us 
an email at mail@volunteer-thornbury.co.uk
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GRANGE CARPETS

• CARPETS
• VINYLS
• LAMINATE FLOORS
• RUGS
• CURTAINS
• BLINDS

Serving the local community since 
1984, Grange Carpets are your first 
choice for flooring, rugs, curtains, 
and blinds. We supply most leading 
brands of carpet and vinyl as well as 
ILIV curtains and the Think Rugs 
range. Our carpet prices include 
standard fitting, with a free home 
measurement and consultation 
service.
Grange Carpets is a member of the Associated 
Carpet Group.

GRANGE CARPETS

28 ST MARY STREET

THORNBURY

BRISTOL BS35 2AT

01454 419805

Aust Parish Council
Annual Parish Assembly
We had a busy month in April, with a well-attended Annual Parish Assembly 
held before our regular parish council meeting. The Annual Assembly is an 
opportunity for residents to hear about what the parish council has been doing 
over the past year and to raise any issues which they might want the council 
to consider over the coming year, as well as a chance to discuss other matters 
of general interest to residents. These meetings date back many years to 
when we did not have the many methods of communication which we enjoy 
now but are still a useful way for residents to keep in touch with the parish 
council, and vice versa.

At this year’s Assembly, our chairman Steve Meredith gave an update on what 
the council has been up to over the last year and South Glos Council member 
Matthew Riddle reported on some SGC matters. More details are on the 
parish council’s website at bit.ly/austpc_main. 

Unfortunately, two of the expected speakers, the local police beat team and 
the Village Agent, were not able to attend, but we did enjoy an interesting 
presentation by members of Sustainable Thornbury, on their hopes for 
developing a community energy scheme in the Thornbury area within the next 
few years. Planning for this is at an early stage and the type of scheme hasn’t 
yet been determined – it could be wind power, solar, support for more 
households to install their own renewable technology or something else 
entirely – but you can find more information via their website 
www.sustainablethornbury.org/index.php?mylink=communityenergyppt.

You can keep up to date with the parish council’s activities via our minutes 
which are published on the website: bit.ly/austpc_docs.

Woodwell Meadows
I reported a few months ago that the parish council are looking into formation 
of a volunteer group to carry out regular management activities at Woodwell 
Meadows nature reserve in Littleton. This has proved to be rather more 
involved than we first thought! But we are gradually finding our way through 
the paperwork and hope to be able to announce a date for an initial working 
party before too long. 

In the meantime, a few of the councillors and I have met with South Glos 
Council officers at Woodwell, to look at the most important priorities for the site 
and discuss how the volunteer group might be run. We also donned our work 
gloves and got stuck into some practical improvements, removing a few of the 
blackthorn shrubs from the upper meadow. Luckily, the sun shone (yes, it has 
happened once this year!) and reminded us what a lovely spot Woodwell 
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THE WHITE HART INN
Olveston

Traditional 17th Century English Pub

Catering for Parties and Functions
Wide variety of cask & keg beers

Skittle alley & pool table available
Book now for Skittle Matches

Award winning courtyard garden

Telephone: 01454 612175

Frontline Martial Arts 
Traditional Martial Arts / Taekwondo 

Mighty Mites (under 10’s): Fridays 4.30-5.15pm at 
Juniors (ages 10-13): Mondays 7.15-8.15pm 

Adults/over 13’s: Mondays 8.15-9.45pm 
at Alveston Youth Centre 

Tel: 07771 692222 
www.frontline-ma.co.uk

For all aspects of carpentry 

Doors, Skirting, Kitchens, Fencing, 
Decking, Stairs, Timber frame etc.

Call Craig on 07970 514409
(or, if busy)

email: craigyoung0308@live.co.uk

SEVERN SIDE TAXIS
SIX SEAT COMFORT

AIR CONDITIONED CAR

RING STEVE WARD

07879 601011

HOSPITALS 
EVENINGS OUT

AIRPORTS
BUS STATIONS

�•� 
Pamela Macleod 

HOLISTIC THERAPIES 
REFLEXOLOGY • MASSAGE • AROMATHERAPY 

Member of Federation 
of Holistic Therapists 

07765804144 

**Introductory Offer** 
£10 off any 60 min treatment 

FULL BODY MASSAGE 

*AROMATHERAPY MASSAGE

BACK, SHOULDER & NECK MASSAGE 

REFLEXOLOGY 

60 MINS £45 

60 MINS £48 

30 MINS £25 

60 MINS £45 

Please allow at least 15 minutes for Consultation

*A blend ofpure essential oils will be tailored to address each individual's needs.

�•� 
Pamela Macleod 

HOLISTIC THERAPIES 
REFLEXOLOGY • MASSAGE • AROMATHERAPY 

Member of Federation 
of Holistic Therapists 

07765804144 

**Introductory Offer** 
£10 off any 60 min treatment 

FULL BODY MASSAGE 

*AROMATHERAPY MASSAGE

BACK, SHOULDER & NECK MASSAGE 

REFLEXOLOGY 

60 MINS £45 

60 MINS £48 

30 MINS £25 

60 MINS £45 

Please allow at least 15 minutes for Consultation

*A blend ofpure essential oils will be tailored to address each individual's needs.

Meadows is and why proper management is vital to 
keep this special wildflower habitat in good order.

More details (hopefully) to follow soon…

Next parish council meeting
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th June in 
Elberton village hall, starting at 7:30pm. Agendas for 
council meetings are posted on the village noticeboards 
at least five days before the date of the meeting, and 
are also available on the council documents web page 
(bit.ly/austpc_docs). Residents are very welcome to 
attend. 

Emma Pattullo, Parish Clerk

01454 837271    
austparishcouncil@gmail.com

Pam McLeod advert
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Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 

Severnside 
Heating & Plumbing 
 Installations
 Servicing
 Repairs

Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 

Severnside 
Heating & Plumbing 
 Installations
 Servicing
 Repairs

Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 

Severnside 
Heating & Plumbing 
 Installations
 Servicing
 Repairs

Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 

Severnside 
Heating & Plumbing 
 Installations
 Servicing
 Repairs

Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 

Severnside 
Heating & Plumbing 
 Installations
 Servicing
 Repairs

Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 

Severnside 
Heating & Plumbing 
 Installations
 Servicing
 Repairs

Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 

Severnside 
Heating & Plumbing 
 Installations
 Servicing
 Repairs

Working locally since 2003. An experienced 
heating and plumbing engineer. For a no  
obligation quote please call Mike       
Mob: 07554 825813 Tel: 01454 613780 

Severnside 
Heating & Plumbing 
 Installations
 Servicing
 Repairs

∙  Severn Beach, Littleton on Severn

∙  All welcome from £3 a session

∙  Piano teaching for children age 4+

Janet Harrison 

Suzuki Piano Teacher

Janet_harrison@outlook.com

T: 07562 212435

Early Years Group 
Music Classes for 
ages 0-3 years

Squire Sweep
A chimney sweep service from

Michael Squire

Tel: 07504 253 467

Email: squiresweep@gmail.com

Visit: www.squiresweep.co.uk
Squire Sweep
A chimney sweep service from

Michael Squire

Tel: 07504 253 467

Email: squiresweep@gmail.com

Visit: www.squiresweep.co.uk

Squire Sweep
A chimney sweep service from

Michael Squire

Tel: 07504 253 467

Email: squiresweep@gmail.com

Visit: www.squiresweep.co.uk

Thornbury Orchestra
Our next concert will take place on Saturday, 8th June 2024 at 7.30pm in St 
Mary's Church, Berkeley. Tickets, available on our website or at the door, are 
£10 for adults, with children and concessions free.

The music will include Elgar's Enigma Variations, Sibelius's Symphony No 7 in 
one movement, "Larva", a short piece by Tom Green and Mendelssohn's "Son 
and Stranger" overture.

The concert is in aid of Jigsaw, a charity based in Thornbury supporting 
families with children and young adults aged up to 25 who have additional 
needs or disabilities.  For more details, contact: 
info@thornburyorchestra.org.uk.

Fish & Chips Quiz
Thornbury and District Cancer Research UK - Fish and Chips Quiz
Manorbrook School, Park Road, Thornbury, BS35 1JW on 
Saturday 15th June. Please arrive by 7pm for a 7.30pm start. 

Tickets are £15 per person and can be obtained from Gill Blackborough
on 07866 580608. Contactless will be available on the night and there will also 
be a raffle. Our usual Quiz Master Tony Flintoff will be in charge.  Maximum 6 
per team. All proceeds going to Cancer Research UK.

Please bring your own drinks. We will provide glasses, cutlery and 
condiments.

Hansel and Gretel - An
Opera on the Green

Immerse yourselves in the magic of opera with Opera in a Box! Join us for a 
delightful performance of Hansel and Gretel, written by Humperdinck, sung in 
English, perfect for audiences of all ages. Experience an unforgettable 
afternoon of opera that will leave you spellbound!

The production takes place on Sunday 16th June 2024 at 2.30pm on 
Rockhampton Village Green, Rockhampton, GL13 9DX. Tickets – Adults £20, 
under 18 £10, under 10 free. Tea and cake available to buy. For open air 
comfort bring chairs and somewhere to put a drink!

AAGThornbury@gmail.com or phone 01454 850933.
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A great venue for :

• Fitness
• Parties
• Public  events
• Music & Dance

Check availability & book online at   www.olvestonparishhall.co.uk

07780 515317

“Our newly decorated  Hall”

We also print for lots of local clubs, events and businesses.

Based in Severn Beach we offer convenient off-road 
parking right outside our door!

We print everything from 
Wedding Stationery to Business Stationery

Our professional design and modern printing techniques
have saved time and money for lots of people.

Fast, efficient and professional.

Why not let us print for you?

01454 631289      
info@motionprinting.co.uk     
www.motionprinting.co.uk

Do you know we print the 
Meeting Point Magazine?

Olveston and
Tockington WI.

Last month, six of our members went to the Escape Rooms in Kingswood and 
escaped just in time from Nautilus, after rescuing Captain Nemo! There will 
certainly be another visit planned soon to a different challenge!

Paul Godwin will be returning to WI at our June meeting, talking about ‘Wildlife 
through the Lens from Garden to Wetlands’. As always, there will be plenty of 
time for chat with refreshments afterwards.

Also in June, brunch is booked at The Hideout Lounge. A charity garden party 
is being held in our member Pat’s beautiful garden, raising funds for Age UK, 
our chosen charity for this year.

Olveston and Tockington WI meet at 7.30pm at the Parish 
Hall. Usually this is on the second Tuesday of the month. If 
you would like to join us, please contact Angela Green on 
01454 615222. Scan the WI QR code to find out more 
about joining the UK's largest women's membership 
organisation.

Octopus Drama Group
Octopus Drama Group present the comedy play    
‘Birthday Club’ written by Phil Olsen and directed by Abi 

McManus.

Christ the King Hall, Castle Street, Thornbury. 12th to 15th June. 7.30pm. 

Tickets can be purchased at Rosie & Rex gift shop in Thornbury High Street 
between 9 am and 5 pm, Monday to Saturday.

Tickets cost £8.00. Please note that the performance is suitable for those 
aged 16+.

Get your tickets soon to avoid disappointment as there is limited seating 
available, due to the performance being set in an intimate ‘in the round’ 
theatre space. To make your evening even more enjoyable, Christ the King 
Hall has plenty of parking nearby and bar facilities on site.
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- Religious or non-religious funerals
- Bespoke funerals for burial or cremation
- Fully guaranteed pre-paid funeral plans

- Direct cremations

177 Crow Lane, Henbury, Bristol, BS10 7DR
Telephone: 0117 950 8066

Website: www.bcm-funerals.co.uk
Email: admin@bcm-funerals.co.uk

Effective Treatment of:
Back and Neck Pain

Arthritic and Rheumatoid Pain

Joint Pain and Injuries
Sciatica and Trapped Nerves

Tendonitis and Muscle Injuries

Tension Headaches

Please call on 07870 219249 or visit our 

website www.tockingtonosteopathy.co.uk to 
make an appointment or discuss how we can help.

Run by Natalie Gladstone - over 20 years’ experience.
Easy parking on site - all major health insurances covered.

Old Down Hill, Tockington, BS32 4PA. 

Littleton Lifesaver Cider
The Cider Club was formed in
2010, with the aim of recovering 
and restoring the neglected 
orchard at the back of the White 
Hart and producing cider from
the apple trees. Over the last fourteen years the 
technique has evolved - as has the cider. This year’s 
make is now available in the pub should you wish to try 
some but be warned – it’s around 8% ABV and very easy
to drink!

The club hosts an annual Wassail at the rear of the White Hart in January to
raise money for charity and the club. The club also hosts events throughout 
the year. Keep an eye out for more details.  

The 30ft x 30ft marquee, which can
accommodate over 100 people is 
available for local hire from the club for
£250 per week.

If you are interested, please contact Jim: 
jteturton@gmail.com.

We look forward to seeing you at the 
orchard.  

Thornbury Art Club
Our next club night is Tuesday 25th June, St Mary’s Church Hall, Eastbury 
Road, Thornbury. 7.15 for 7.30pm.

Tom Hughes, plein air and award-winning artist, will demonstrate his skills in 
painting a London street scene in oils.  Learn how to create the illusion of 
detail with your brushwork and how to use opaque and transparent paints to 
create different light effects.

Members free, non-members very welcome £6 on the door, includes tea & 
biscuits. For more details visit  www.thornburyartclub.co.uk,  
www.facebook.com/ThornburyArtClub, email publicrelations.tac@gmail.com
or  01454 414433.
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DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 
REPAIR SPECIALIST

Tel: 01454 850522 - Mobile: 07917441539

REPAIR SPECIALIST

Tel: 01454 850522 - Mobile: 07917441539
Email: d-cr@live.co.uk - Web: www.d-crdomesticappliances.co.uk

Fast, friendly and effi cient service
Sales - Service - Repair

• WASHING MACHINE
• TUMBLE DRYER
• DISHWASHER

• FRIDGE FREEZER
• COOKER

• HOB OR HOOD

Tockington Cross Nick Fear

The passing of inspirational local historian Eric Garrett was felt by many in the 
parish. His encyclopedic knowledge was always on hand for advice, and we 
are lucky that he left his archive which he had collected over the years. Eric’s 
childhood home of Olveston was always foremost in his mind, but then there 
was Tockington as a close second. Tockington appears as ‘Tockintome’ in the 
Doomsday Book. Other writings call it Thokinton, Toketon and Tokinton. The 
place name may have come from a local Saxon Chief called Tocca who 
established a village (in Saxon a ‘tun’) in the area, hence Tocca’s Tun.   

The Avon Cycle route winds its way through the area and many hundreds - if 
not thousands - of cyclists use it. Travelling out of Tockington passing Brook 
Farm towards Fern Hill, I wonder how many realise that they are entering the 
Moscow Flats. Often mentioned by Eric, the name came from the blast of cold 
air which hits you once you go round the sharp bend by Brook Farm. The 
Russian connection may have come from knowledge gained in World War 2 
but may also have predated this. Trade with Russia was regular, and 
mariners’ stories tell of Russian boats coming into Bristol and Gloucester 
docks. 

Tockington, the village, has always had a grassy green at its heart. This has 
given rise to a local name Tockington Green. Legend has an ancient chapel in 
this area, but this has never been pinpointed. Walls from the village animal 
pound dating from medieval times can still be seen. To the west side of the 
Green is a round stone circular structure, now enclosing a small tree and 
shrubs. It has an outer concentric ring at ground level forming a step. This is 
however of limited use to gain the height of the structure. What was its original
purpose? 
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Domestic, Commercial 
and Industrial Installations 

All electrics for new build, extensions and 
alterations to satisfy mandatory Building 
Regulations. Landlords safety inspections   

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) 
Electrical and electronic service and repair 
For 24 hour call-out service available please 

call  Peter Jones: Tel: 07880 858785 
Email: pete.livewire@blueyonder.co.uk

Local number Tel: 01454 613482 
Visit our web site at 

livewire-electrics.co.uk

www.cookinongasltd.co.uk 
enquiries@cookinongasltd.co.uk

One clue may be found in old maps of the area - and from Eric Garrett. 
Whenever I mentioned Tockington Green, he would smile and point out that 
there was no such place. Tockington had a green, but the area I was referring 
to was actually Tockington Cross. In old Ordnance Survey maps the structure 
is shown as just this, a cross, with an ecclesiastical capital C marking it as an 
ancient religious site. If instead of a tree, you can imagine a religious cross in 
its place, the need for a kneeling step below it makes sense. A worshiper on 
their knees in prayer or contemplation has long been a Christian practice. A 
cross at the centre, most likely made of wood, would eventually degrade and 
fall. With high replacement costs, or perhaps no local demand for a new cross,  
replacing it with a tree was perhaps an obvious answer.

Several local people recall having seen an image of a cross at Tockington, but 
to date no copy of this image has been found. However, there are many 
photographs from across the years of trees of different sizes within the stone 
circle, some of which were funded and supported by local community groups.

Passing through Tockington you may think about animals gathered together in 
the village pound. You might experience the spiritual side of Tockington Cross. 
Going out of the village you may feel the icy blast from Moscow Flats. 
Experiences like this take us back to times past and remind us of the history in 
our area which Eric recorded so thoroughly. 

A Poem from 1st Olveston Cubs
Things I Love About Cubs

There are lots of things that I love about Cubs,
It is definitely one of my favourite clubs,
Learning new skills and making friends,
When you go to Cubs - the fun never ends.

Woodwork and crafts and going on night hikes,
Backwoods cooking and riding our bikes,
We learn lots from the Leaders, they are so kind,
Just give things a go, they really don't mind.

If anyone asks, I would happily shout,
Life is fun when you are a Cub Scout.

By Carys
Sixer, 1st Olveston Cubs.
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Beauty at the Barn
4,Grey Gables , Vicarage Lane, Olveston

For appointments telephone Nicola on
01454 201717

Manicures/Pedicures

New Dermaplaning

New Full On Extensions

Shellac Nails

Waxing

Ear Piercing

Lash Lifts

Eyebrow Shaping

New Henna Brows

Eyelash tinting 
And more….

Evening appointments available

Gift vouchers available

    Olveston & Tockington 
Tennis Club

Introducing a brand new coaching 
programme with TH Tennis.

Offering 5 days/week coaching 
from kids to adults

Clubspark.lta.org.uk/THTennis

www.ottctennis.co.uk

Now’s the time to get back 
on court.

Mandy de la Mare Pat Thirkettle

Mandy and Steve moved to Olveston four years ago, you may remember 
Councillor Steve was profiled last month.  It has been a long journey to this 
point with many ups and downs, but they are so happy to be here, having 
found the perfect house for their needs and a welcoming community.

Briefly, as Mandy has spoken to several local groups already, she was born in 
1962 and is one of 460 or so who survived the Thalidomide disaster. All 
suffered various disabilities; Mandy’s arms are missing, she required 

extensive surgery 
on her hips as a 
child which 
successfully 
allowed her to 
walk, and her left 
eye was missing, 
the other partially 
formed; eventually 
it suffered a 
detached retina 
and was finally 
removed in 2010. 
She hates people 
feeling sorry for 
her - so read on!

In 2010 the 
government made 
a formal apology 
to Thalidomide 
beneficiaries and 

agreed a one-off pilot payment of £20 million to the Thalidomide Trust. Mandy
lived in Kingswood, Bristol at this time and used her share of the money to
build an extension which enabled her to regain some independence.

Mandy has been married twice and has three children and five grandchildren. 
(Mandy is pictured with her children above) In 2014 her daughter Freya was 
showing signs of autism and starting senior school. This did not go well, and 
she was officially diagnosed on the autistic spectrum requiring special help in 
2016. Sadly, this was not forthcoming; she had a breakdown in 2019 and did 
not return to school. Mandy was recommended Hedgeways, a college run by 
Aurora, on Pilning Street, Freya started there in 2019 and, as they say, the 
rest is history. It was the best thing they ever did, she blossomed in the quiet 
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A COVID-safe and aaordable alternative to nursing home care.

0117 456 2490
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Tockington Manor School             Tockington Manor School             
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Scan the QR code / Visit www.tockingtonmanorschool.com / Call 01454 613229  

countryside, was able to learn and left in 2021 to go to SGS College to further 
her education. 

While Freya was at Hedgeways, the commute from Kingswood to Pilning 
Street took one and a half hours each way, which was untenable, so Mandy 
and Steve house hunted in this area. As soon as they saw the house in Hardy 
Lane, Steve could see its potential. Mandy sold her house in Kingswood in 
2019 and the date for completion was the end of March 2020. However, the 
day before the move, COVID lockdown struck, and they were held up until 
May. They eventually moved in during the partial lockdown. Luckily Steve’s 
family and connections were able to start alterations immediately.  Freya has a 
self-contained annexe in the old barn which will hopefully have a little kitchen 
added this year. The barn also sports a disco room for parties. The main 
house is almost finished, with just the garden to go.

Steve and Mandy have known each other since teenagers and now, with two 
marriages apiece, they have found one another again and Mandy says this is 
one of the best things to happen in her life.  She is assisted by a team of three 
personal assistants and has an ensuite bathroom again to allow her to shower 
and dress herself. When Freya asked for a puppy, Odin the golden retriever 
became part of the family. Freya walks him - but otherwise parents have taken 
over, as is usual! She says this is the best move ever, as they are surrounded 
on five sides by lovely neighbours and with a friendly pub round the corner. 
She has received a warm welcome from the WI and St Mary’s Church, and 
they have got to know more people in four years here than she did in forty 
years in Kingswood.

Since 2004 Mandy has been 
heavily involved with the 
Thalidomide trust as a 
Volunteer Visitor, supporting 
fellow beneficiaries with any 
problems eg marital, 
bereavement, benefits, 
adaptations and IT. She will 
happily talk to any interested 
group about living with 
Thalidomide. 

The last word comes from 
Mandy: 

‘I don’t want anyone to feel sorry for me because I don’t! I am what I am, and I 
don’t blame anyone for it. Yes, it should never have happened, but the blame 
game is a very negative one. So I always look at what I have gained from 
being what I am and clearly I have certainly learnt to be patient, understanding 
and forgiving as life is too short.’
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Come rain or shine, 
                  estate 
agents have the 
experience and 
knowledge to take 
you smoothly through 
the moving process.

53 High Street | Thornbury | BS35 2AR
01454 279734   |  sales@lisacosta.co.uk  |  lisacosta.co.uk  

Please note; If your property is currently on the market, the terms and conditions  of your
Existing agency agreement must be considered before instructing ourselves.

The agent 
for all seasons

�������������
Join our Team at Beech 

House in Thornbury

Contact us
0117 992 7012

St. Mary’s Music
The next Sunday afternoon concert at St Mary’s Church, Thornbury, will be 
held on June 16th at 4.00pm. followed by refreshments. There is no charge for 
admission, but donations will go to St. Mary’s Music Fund.

We are delighted that Steven Kings is our guest artist this month. Steven is 
well-known to many of us as the conductor of Thornbury Choral Society, but 
he is very much in demand as a piano soloist, accompanist and chamber 
musician. He plays regularly in venues around the region. We are delighted 
that he is coming to St. Mary’s and look forward to what we are sure will be an 
interesting programme.

We hope you will come along to support this event.

Thornbury & District PROBUS Club
50th Anniversary
The Thornbury and District PROBUS club is celebrating 50 years this July with 
an evening dinner at Eastwood Park near Falfield. The retired professional 
and businessmen’s lunch club will be fine dining at Eastwood Park on 
Thursday 18th July and is inviting all members, past and present, together with 
colleagues in adjoining clubs to join the Thornbury club in their celebration. 
Members’ ladies, wives and partners will be joining the dinner.

As well as welcoming members to the Anniversary dinner, the Thornbury Club 
is actively seeking new members who are keen to widen their friendship base 
and pass an hour or two in good company with some excellent food.  You 
don’t need to be a retired professional or a retired businessman, in fact you 
don’t even need to be retired although it is useful.

The Thornbury and District PROBUS club meets on the first Wednesday of 
each month at Bristol Golf Club for lunch and conversation with like-minded 
individuals from all walks of life, all with worldly experience and plenty of 
stories.  We complete the lunch with a speaker or presentation on a wide 
variety of subjects.

If there is anyone who would be interested in joining PROBUS as a member 
and subsequently taking part in our celebration evening, please contact the 
Social Secretary Steve Wright, on 07925 801552 or steve3110@gmail.com for 
further details.
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Paul Whittaker
BATHROOMS & WETROOMS

DESIGN . SUPPLY . INSTALLATION

Tel: 07879 666221 . Website: www.paulwhittakerbathrooms.co.uk

Monday Movie
Club

Everyone is welcome to St Mary’s, Olveston, to the next Monday Movie on 
Monday 3rd June. Doors open at 7pm and the film* starts at 7.30pm.  

Ulysses Everett McGill (George Clooney), is a suave, fast-talking convict who 
escapes from incarceration at a chain gang in rural Mississippi in 1937 during 
the Great Depression. He is chained to two other prisoners, slow-witted 
Delmar and hot-tempered Pete, so the three must escape together. Everett 
convinces them that he has hidden $1.2 million after robbing an armoured car 
and promises to split it with them. But time is of the essence because the dosh 
is in his house which is about to be swamped by a new dam. 
Along the way they are confronted by a series of strange characters--among 
them sirens, a cyclops, bank robber George "Baby Face" Nelson, a KKK lynch 
mob, and a blind prophet who warns the trio that "the treasure you seek shall 
not be the treasure you find." Laughs a plenty! IMDB

The Movie Club is held on the first Monday of every month (summer excluded) 
and there is no entry fee or membership needed. Refreshments, tea, coffee, 
wine and beer are available. The Monday Movie Club is a true community 
event. 

*Under the terms of our licensing agreement, we are not permitted to name 
the film.

Green Force
Electric light can be a beautiful thing, 
guiding us home when the sun goes 
down, keeping us safe and making our 
homes cosy and bright. However, 
like carbon dioxide emissions 
and plastic, too much of a good thing 
has started to negatively impact the 
environment. Light pollution is the 
excessive or inappropriate use of 
outdoor artificial light, and it is affecting 
human health, wildlife behaviour, and 

our ability to observe stars and other celestial objects. Artificial light can wreak 
havoc on natural body rhythms in both humans and animals. 

Nocturnal light interrupts sleep and confuses the internal, twenty-four hour 
clock that guides day and night activities and affects physiological processes 
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New Road, Olveston, BS35 4DX

01454 202030

• All makes servicing 
and repairs

• Petrol and Diesel 
MOT Testing

• Tyres, Exhausts 
and Batteries

• Air Conditioning 
• Latest Bosch     

On-Board 
Diagnostics

• Vehicle Sales

01454 418828
PHONE

info@myphysio.org.uk
WEBSITE

PRE & POST-NATAL
PHYSIOTHERAPY

PODIATRY

PHYSIOTHERAPY
OUR SERVICES

MUSCULOSKELETAL PHYSIOTHERAPY

ACUPUNCTURE

HOME VISITS

RESPIRATORY PHYSIOTHERAPY

NEUROLOGICAL PHYSIOTHERAPY

SPORTS MASSAGE

OUR SERVICES

TOENAIL SURGERY

NAIL CUTTING

VERUCCA TREATMENTS

FUNGAL INFECTIONS

CORNS, CALLUS, & HARD SKIN REMOVAL

SPECIALIST DIABETIC FOOT CHECKS

OUR SERVICES

PRE-NATAL PHYSIOTHERAPY

POST-NATAL PHYSIOTHERAPY

ABDOMINAL & PELVIC FLOOR

ASSESSMENTS

RETURN TO EXERCISE

in nearly all living organisms. An increased amount of light at night 
lowers melatonin production, which results in a variety of other health 
problems.  Artificial night lighting causes birds in the city to become active 
earlier than birds in natural areas - waking and singing as much as five hours 
sooner than their country cousins. Even animals living under the sea may be 
affected by underwater artificial lighting. Insects, a primary food source for 
birds and other animals, are also affected.

Here are some principles which could be adopted to reduce light pollution 
where you live.

1) Install lighting only when and where it’s needed.

2) Shield your lights so they shine down on the ground.

3) Use lights that are no brighter than necessary

4) Use timers, dimmers, and motion sensors on outdoor lights. 

**********

June 5th is World Environment Day, which is when we observe the wildlife 
visiting our gardens for ‘Let it Bloom in June’ following ‘No Mow May’.

The whole month of June is ‘30 Days Wild’. which was created by the Wildlife 
Trusts to help everyone be more connected with nature by doing something 
‘wild’ every day. When you sign up, you’re sent a digital pack with ideas for 
you and your family. https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sign-30-days-wild

29th June -7th July is Swift Awareness Week. Swifts usually arrive in our 
villages in April, but they are late this year. Listen out as they swoop and 
whistle as they fly over Olveston School, where they nest.

Carers Week 2024
Carers Support Centre invites unpaid carers and professionals supporting 
carers across Bristol and South Gloucestershire to our annual free Carers 
Week event. During Carers Week 2024, on Thursday 13th June, we’ll be 
presenting a special event at the BAWA Leisure Centre.

The day will cover many aspects of a caring life and present practical 
information to help while giving an opportunity to meet with other carers and 
get a bit of well-deserved pampering.  We are looking to offer sessions on a 
variety of caring-related subjects, including:  

•Our new befriending and counselling services
• Employment and caring  
• Palliative and end-of-life caring  



Page 34 Page 35

For further information please contact us on:

Build without planning permission

Quality design service from 
concept to completion

Planning, construction drawings and 
contract administration service 
tailored to suit you

Domestic, CommeDomestic, Commercial ,
and Sustainable Architecture. 

Experienced working with 
Listed Buildings

Build your dream home in your 
garden

Development Advice and Appraisal

3D 3D Visualisation Servicesinfo@gsharchitects.co.uk
www.gsharchitects.co.uk
Almondsbury, Bristol 

07780 000220

• Estate planning matters, wills, lasting powers of attorney and 
inheritance tax  

•Mental health support for carers  

As well as free pampering, we’ll be providing lunch and a chance to visit 
information stalls provided by organisations that deliver carer-related services 
and information. After lunch there will be a chance to join in with a session for 
Soundwell Music Therapy. If you’d like to join us, pre-booking your place is 
essential. Please note that it is not possible to bring along people you care 
for. Find out more and book your place online at: 

www.carerssupportcentre.org.uk or contact us by phone or email and give us 
the following information:  

• Your name  
• Your address
• Your email  
• Your telephone number  
• Any dietary requirements 

  
Tel: 0117 958 9902  Email: comms@carerssupportcentre.org.uk  

Garden Party
St Peters Hospice Severnside Support Group would be 
delighted to welcome you to a Garden Party.

Grove House, The Street, Alveston (BS35 3SX)    
Sunday 9th June, 2.30pm – 5.00pm (by kind permission 
of Geoff and Carol).  

Entrance is £5.00 to include tea and cake. Raffle. Books.

Bring a picnic chair and listen to the music of Panache 
Steel Band and enjoy the gardens.

From the Registers of St Mary’s,
Olveston
Sunday April 28th The baptism of Florence Jayne Gardner
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BILLY COOK
WJC PLUMBING & TILING

07748 085 920
WJCPLUMBING@OUTLOOK.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/WJCPLUMBINGANDTILING
INSTAGRAM.COM/WJCPLUMBINGANDTILING

BATHROOM & WET ROOM DESIGN & INSTALLATIONS

TILING    GENERAL PLUMBING    PLASTERING

Olveston Parish
Council

Annual Parish Assembly 2024

The Annual Parish Assembly took place on Tuesday 23rd April. It was
wonderful to see so many local organisations speak so enthusiastically about 
all that they do. The Annual Parish Assembly is not a Parish Council event, it
is a local community event and intended as an opportunity for any local 
organisation or group to inform members of the Parish about what they do.
This is often in the hope that they may gain support, increase membership and
encourage volunteers to join them. In the past we have heard from Olveston 
Historical Society, the WI and many more.

This year we heard presentations from the 1st Olveston Scouts Group who are
desperately short of adult volunteers, Friends of Olveston School who provide 
a myriad of exciting events for their pupils, Meeting Point which continues to 
provide the Parish with important information, Sustainable Thornbury with 
many aspirations and goals to make our Parish as green as possible and 
Olveston Allotments who provide the community with their own space to grow 
fruit, vegetables and flowers. The presentations proved to be very informative, 
interesting, and extremely enlightening.  It is worth highlighting that all of these
wonderful organisations, whether they spoke on the evening or not, provide
vital opportunities to our community from the youngest to the oldest generation 
in the Parish. Without them we would surely miss them terribly.

Next year’s Annual Parish Assembly will be advertised (as it was this year) on
our website, in our Parish Council notice boards found in Tockington, Old 
Down and Olveston and on our Social Media sites. If you would like to present
in the next Annual Parish Assembly, please email 
clerk@olvestonparishcouncil.org.uk. We would also love the audience to keep
on growing so don’t be shy, please do come along and get involved. Together
we are stronger.

Looking Forward to July
The Blaenavon Male Voice Choir.
Saturday 13th July 7.30pm Christ the King Church, Thornbury
Tickets £15 from AAGThornbury@gmail.com or 01454 850933
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Computer support and 
solutions for the home 
and business user.

How can we help? Tel: 01454 281 500 Web: www.eccomputers.co.uk
IT Support/Repairs   Office Equipment   Print Solutions   Telecoms   Cyber Security   Managed Services   Software/Database applications

PC/laptop repairs
Virus removal
Wifi/broadband issues
Sponsors of Olveston FC

11 The Plain, Thornbury, BS35 2AG

PHYSIOTHERAPY

CHIROPRACTIC

PODIATRY

CHIROPODY

"Optimise your Health"

Please Enquire:

Tel: 01454 528608
Email: info@optimuscp.com

Web: optimuscp.com

Old Down Cricket Club Tony Gardner                                                                                                                      

150 Club Winners May 2024:
£50 Bill Finch
£15 Tracey Jarvis
£5 Tom Pullin

Latest £25 Bonus Ball Winners:
13/04/24 Bhavin Radia
20/04/24 John Peplow

This month's home fixtures:

25/05/24 2nd XI v Bradley Stoke
26/05/24 Sunday XI v Keynsham
01/06/24 1st XI v Brislington
02/06/24 Sunday XI v Portishead
08/06/24 2nd XI v Easton Cuttlefish
15/05/24 1st XI v Knowle
22/05/24 1st XI v Bath
23/05/24 Sunday XI v Bathford
29/05/24 2nd XI v Stoke Gifford                                            Up the Down!

Get Your Tickets!

Tickets for the 2024 event taking place over the weekend of Friday 5th and 
Saturday 6th July are now available to buy via the Thornbury Carnival website. 

Thornbury Carnival ‘The Main Event’ will 
run from 11am to 11pm on Saturday 6th 
July and will feature a wide range of 
attractions such as the main stage tribute 

acts including those paying homage to Ed Sheeran and the Foo Fighters, a DJ 
set, and spectacular headline act, Disco Inferno. There will also be stalls, 
fairground rides, Weston Donkeys, and a Show ‘n’ Shine with a range of 
modern sports, American, and classic vehicles. The KidZone, running from 
11am to 5pm, will have many activities included in the ticket price such as 
circus skills workshops, face painting, and children’s crafts.
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Free Quotes

Radiant heating
Boilers

Radiators
Plumbing

LPG, natural gas, oil

Domestic
Commercial
Breakdowns/ call outs
Servicing
Installations 
Warm air heating

www.edgeheatingandplumbing.com info@edgeheatingandplumbing.com

JC 4x4 Ltd  SPECIALIST IN LANDROVER
SERVICE • REPAIR WORK • DIAGNOSTICS • MOTS • OTHER VEHICLES WELCOME

CALL JAMES: 01454 261067 / 07966 086447

‘Early Bird’ tickets for both the Friday and Saturday events are available to buy 
online until 6pm the day before, after which online tickets will still be available 
to buy at gate prices.

Tickets for Friday’s ‘Swing in the Park’ are available to buy from 
https://www.thornburycarnival.co.uk/swing-in-the-park/friday-tickets/

Saturday tickets are available from https://www.thornburycarnival.co.uk/the-
main-event/saturday-tickets/. 

People will also be able to buy tickets at the gate using contactless payment 
or cash, but gate prices will apply - see website for further details.

‘Love from a Stranger’
The Whodunnit Theatre Company 
presents ‘Love from a Stranger’, by 
Agatha Christie and Frank Vosper.

Enter Bruce Lovell, a handsome and 
charming stranger who sweeps Cecily 
Harrington, off her feet. After a 
whirlwind romance, Cecily recklessly 
abandons everything including her
family and friends to settle in a remote 
country cottage – but is her newfound 
lover all that he seems?

Showcasing talents from around the 
southwest, The Whodunnit Theatre 
Company are proud to present this 
thrilling night of drama. Famous for her 
stories from the Orient Express and 
your favourite Belgian detective, 
Christie crafts an intricate plot of twists 
and turns – but can you predict the           
twist in this tale?

Performed at Tytherington Village Hall on 13th, 14th and 15th June from 
7:30pm – tickets available for £12 from www.ticketsource.com/the-whodunnit-
theatre-company . Recommended for ages 16+

Find us on Facebook by searching ‘Whodunnit Theatre Company’.
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Yours Faithfully Father George Malecki
Christ the King, Thornbury

Travel by motorway is reckoned to be the safest form of travel for the average 
motorist. Accidents seldom happen. However, when they do, they tend to be 
quite serious. And another hazard is then created - people slowing down to 
take a look. The popular expression for this is: ‘rubbernecking’. A police officer 
on the scene will often be on hand to signal drivers to keep moving, to 
concentrate on the job in hand - driving safely.

As the season of Easter has now drawn to a close, the Scriptures tell us how, 
as Jesus ascended into the heavens, his friends stood “staring into the sky”: 
that is, until two angelic figures appeared, gently urging them to move on. 
There is work to do – a mission to fulfil. For forty days since his resurrection, 
Jesus had been with them constantly. Now, as they gazed into the sky, they 
must surely have experienced mixed feelings. He was leaving them. No longer 
would they be buoyed up by his visible presence. Yet they knew that he was 
returning in his humanity to his beloved Father, completing the triumph begun 
by his Resurrection. And they were sure, as the Gospel puts it, that the Lord 
would be “working with them” as they went out to preach and baptise. 
Moreover, they had the assurance that this was no final goodbye. One day he 
would return. They are instructed to wait a little longer for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. That would launch them as his “witnesses … to the ends of the 
earth”. On the day of the Lord’s Ascension into heaven, it is the joy of the 
occasion that is captured as they await that coming of the Holy Spirit.

Today we are invited to raise our voices in praise of the Lord who has 
ascended to his heavenly throne as King of kings. Our gathering in his name 
is itself a sign that we want to respond to the invitation. We want to praise our 
Lord for his personal triumph. We want to thank him too because of the hope 
that he has brought to us, the “rich glories” he promises and the power, which 
Saint Paul describes as “infinitely great”. And yet we must not stop there. To 
do so might be described as a type of spiritual rubbernecking, being so 
fascinated with these spiritual realities that we become distracted and lose 
sight of the bigger picture.

Jesus’ final words at his Ascension into heaven were that we should spread 
the Good News, that we should be his witnesses. And that is a task we, fulfil 
principally by the way we live our lives each day. The Bible may speak of 
some of the marvels associated with those early believers, but we too, both 
believer and non-believer, in our own small, less dramatic ways, also bear 
witness to the Lord’s message. We do that by our patience, our acts of 
kindness, our concern, our readiness to forgive, our joy, our humble living out 
of the Gospel. In so doing, we too are living signs confirming that Jesus has 
risen, and has ascended, and is indeed Lord.
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Window	Cleaning
07976	 694744		-	0117	9085794

M. Gray Window Cleaning

Family	run	business	for over 25 years	
experience working	in	the	Almondsbury,	

Olveston,	Aust	areas	-	and	nearby.	

Email:	mgwc1@hotmail.com	

‘Indawes 
- Outdawes’

Decorating and 
Home Improvements

Painting  |  Wall Papering
Floor Laying

Martin Dawes    07720 509653    
martin.dawes@live.com

For all your Tree Care needs, look no
further than Bamfield Tree Services!

07761 810483
www.bamfieldtreeservices.co.uk
info@bamfieldtreeservices.co.uk

Local. Friendly. Reliable.

  Tell people you saw them in Bradley Stoke & Little Stoke Gifford Matters 22

Professional 

Rats - Mice - Squirrels - Wasps - Bees 
Moles - Magpies - Feral Pigeons

Ants - Insects

Contact Jeff  

07745 209947 / 01454 416620

Rats - Mice - Squirrels - Wasps - Bees 

07745 209947 / 01454 416620
Domestic and Commercial

Pest Control

Church News
ST MARY the VIRGIN, OLVESTON
June 2nd 10am

6pm
Holy Communion 
Evensong

Rev David Lloyd
Rev David Lloyd

June 9th 10am
6pm

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion

Rev Ann Lloyd/ David Moss
Rev David Bone

June 16th 10am
6pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion  

Rev David Moss/ J McBride
Rev David Moss

June 23rd 10am
6pm

Holy Communion
Evening Prayer

Rev Ann Lloyd 
Janet McBride

June 30th 10am
6pm

Holy Communion
Taize Prayer

Rev David Bone
Rev Ann Lloyd

Every Saturday in Term Time, ‘REFRESH’, 4.30–5.30 – Fun, relaxed church 
for families, all welcome. Every Wednesday, Holy Communion, 10am.
NB. Clergy may change.
Contact: Rev David Moss, 01454 415190, mossds@gmail.com
CHAPELRY OF ST JOHN, AUST
June 9th 10am Morning Prayer Trevor Cook

June 23rd 10am Holy Communion Trevor Cook
Contact: Trevor Cook, 01454 618442  
Church Wardens: Jenn Dickens 632312 and Jon Burnett 633835 
ST MARY DE MALMESBURY, LITTLETON-ON-SEVERN
June 9th 9am Morning Prayer Rev Ann Lloyd
June 23rd 9am Holy Communion Tracey Black
Contacts:  Tracey Black 417660 and Tim Pyper 416422 /07802 419451
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Independent Stairlift Specialist
01454 413748 07833 318722

www.thornburystairlifts.co.uk

SALES SERVICING & REPAIRS

� New & Re-conditioned
Stairlifts & Warranty

� Removals & Relocations
� Free Surveys & Quotes

– No Obligation
� Rentals for Straight Stairs

Independent, Professional &
Friendly Advice

Over 24 years practical experience
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Independent, Professional &
Friendly Advice

Over 24 years practical experience

• Free	local	delivery
• Free	assembly
• Free	disposal	of	your	bed

Divans	/	Mattresses	/	Ottoman	&	Wall beds /
Memory foam &	latex	mattresses /	Beds	made
to	measure /	Pine, Metal &	leather beds		

Open		Tuesday	to	Friday: 9am-5pm	
											 Saturday: 10am-3pm

Visit	our	showroom: The	Old	Post	Office
26a	Gloucester	Road,	Rudgeway,	Bristol,	
BS35	3RY	(by	the	speed	camera)

01454	617 277	or 07887	853479

01594 841559 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, ELBERTON
June 9th 9am Morning Prayer Judith Heybyrne
June 23rd 9am Holy Communion Judith Heybyrne
Contacts: Judith Heybyrne  616725 
Church Wardens: Catharine Gunnery 413225 and Cheryl Meredith 411065

OLVESTON AND TOCKINGTON METHODIST CHURCH
June 2nd 10am Tock Ch Morning Worship led by Rev Sammuel 

Uwimana with Holy Communion 
June 9th 10am Olv Ch Morning Worship led by Rev Hilary 

Cooke
June 16th 10am Olv Ch Morning Worship Local arrangement
June 23rd 10am Tock Ch Morning Worship by Rev Sammuel 

Uwimana
June 30th 10am Tock Ch Morning Worship led by Rev Dr Simon 

Edwards
Contact: Rev Dr Simon Edwards 418176, 
simon.edwards@methodist.org.uk 

THE VINE House of Prayer, Pilning Street, Awkley BS35 4HL               
Meeting at 11am every Sunday and on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month at 2.30pm. 
Contact: 07512 917229, thevine_awkley@hotmail.com
THE OASIS CHURCH, OLD DOWN
Services at 6.30pm every Sunday. All are welcome. 
Contact: Neil Mobbs, cnmobbs@hotmail.com 
AUST EVANGELICAL and LITTLETON EVANGELICAL CHURCHES  
Contact: esther@thebamfields.co.uk  
RC CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING, Thornbury   
Mass on Sundays at 9.00 and 10.30am 
Contact: Deacon Lawrence McCarthy, 01454 412223, 
thornbury.christtheking@cliftondiocese.com, www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk     
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS), Thornbury  
Contact: Chris Willmore, chriswillmore@blueyonder.co.uk 
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Diary Dates for June
Information believed to be correct at going to press.
1 Sat Park Run, Mundy Playing Field every Sat

Quiz night
9am
7.30pm StM

3 Mon Severn Vale Flower Club
Monday Movies
Alveston Gardens Association talk

2pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

SMCH
StM
JHA

4 Tues Over 60’s Coffee Morning every Tues 
Citizens Advice every Tuesday 
Thornbury Art Club, Painting Studio 
group every Tuesday
WRBL

10-12pm
10-12pm
1.30pm

7.30pm

DGCL
TTH
SMCH

DGCL
5 Wed Table Tennis every Wednesday 7pm OPH
6 Thurs Thornbury Farmers Market

Coffee Shop
Good afternoon, Choir, every Thurs
Thornbury Art Club Painting Studio 
group, every Thursday

9am
9-12pm
1-3pm
1.30pm

StM
URC
SMCH

7 Fri First Friday Community Café. 
Haven Memory Café. Every 1st and 3rd

Friday

10-12am
10.15-
11.45am

TMC
URC

8 Sat Coffee Morning, 2nd & 4th Sat 10-12pm OMH
9 Sun St Peters Hospice – Garden Party,

Grove House, Alveston
2.30-
5pm

10 Mon Severn Vale Flower Club 2pm SMCH
11 Tues Thornbury Memory Café 2nd & 4th Tues

Olveston & Tockington WI
10.15am
7.30pm

TMH
OPH

13 Thurs
               

Coffee Shop
Carers Week Event

9-12pm
10-3pm

StM
BAWA

15 Sat NGS Stoneleigh Down open garden
Folk Music Festival – Rockhampton
Fish & Chips Quiz in aid of CRUK, 
Manorbrook School

                        

12-5pm
2pm
7.30pm

Tock
Rock
Thorn

16 Sun Fathers’ Day
NGS Rock House open garden
NGS Stoneleigh Down open garden
Opera on the Green - Rockhampton

12-5pm
12-5pm
2.30pm

Elberton
Tock

20 Thurs Thornbury Farmers Market
Coffee Shop 

9am
9-12pm StM

21 Fri Haven memory cafe 10.15am URC
22 Sat Coffee Morning 10-12pm OMH
24 Mon Severn Vale Flower Club 2pm SMCH
25 Tues Thornbury Memory Cafe

Thornbury Art Club Night 
Tom Hughes – London in Oils Demo.

10.15am

7.30pm

TMH

SMCH
27 Thurs Coffee Shop 9-12pm StM
28 Fri Olveston School Summer Fayre

Olveston School Prom

3.30 -
5.30pm
6-8pm

Olveston

KEY: AMC – Alveston Methodist Church, AMH – Alveston Methodist Hall, 
CS – Castle School, CTK – Christ the King, DGCL – Daldry Gardens Community 
Lounge, EVH – Elberton Village Hall, JHA – Jubilee Hall, Alveston OC – Oasis 
Church, Old Down, OMC - Olveston Methodist Church, OMH – Olveston Methodist 
Hall, OPH – Olveston Parish Hall, QAMP – Queen Alexandra Memorial Pavilion, Old 
Down. StM – St Mary’s Church, StMT – Thornbury St Mary’s Ch, SMCH – St 
Mary’s Church Hall Thornbury, TCC - Turnberries, TMC -Tockington Methodist 
Church, TMH – Thornbury Methodist Church Hall, TTH - Thornbury Town Hall, 
URC – United Reform Church LVH - Littleton Village Hall

Contact details for any clubs or organisations in the Meeting Point area can be found in the Meeting 
Point Directory on the community website: www.olvestonandaust.com.  If you would like to update your 
organisation’s details, please email: meetingpointsecretary@olvestonandaust.com

Advertisements Neither Meeting Point, its editor, nor management committee accept any responsibility 
or give any guarantee in case of any dispute or claim as to quality, condition or delivery of commodities 
or services advertised in this magazine. It is not to be taken that publication implies recommendation.  It 
is always advisable to check prices when ordering goods or services.  
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the editor or Meeting Point magazine.
Copyright Meeting Point 2024. Copyright remains with the author(s) and Meeting Point.  No part of this 
publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form without the prior permission of the copyright 
owners.     
                                           Meeting Point is printed by Motion Printing Ltd.



A truly local independent estate agency with over 40 years of experience and with unrivalled 
knowledge of the property market within Thornbury and South Gloucestershire. 

Our caring sales business is based on our reputation, honesty and integrity.

Please contact: Rowena Moncrieffe 
for further details…

     14 The Plain, Thornbury
Tel No: 01454 858007

www.bondsofthornbury.co.uk
enquiries@bondsofthornbury.co.uk
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